
Documenting Your Research 

Use the following citations as examples when documenting your sources.  All examples 

follow the citation format of the Modern Language Association (MLA) 8th edition (2016). 

 
 

Core 
Elements 

Author. Title of source. Title of container (self-contained if a book), Other contributors 
(translators or editors), Version (edition), Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, 
Publication date, Location (pages, paragraphs, URL or DOI). Title of 2nd 
container, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, Publication date, 
Location, Date of Access (if applicable). Optional elements. 

 
Book 

With one author 

Karlyn, Kathleen Rowe. Unruly Girls, Unrepentant Mothers: Redefining Feminism on 
Screen. U of Texas P, 2011. 

Author Last name, First name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.  

 
Book 

With two authors 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer  
          Tutoring. Allyn and Bacon, 2000. 
Author Last name, First name, and Author First name Last Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of 

Publication. 

Book 
With three or 
more authors 

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications  
          for Expanding the Teaching of Composition. Utah State UP, 2004.   
First Author Last name, First name, et al. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. 

Book 
Prepared by an 

Editor 

Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. Edited by Margaret Smith, Oxford UP, 1998.  
Author Last name, First name. Title of Book. Edited by Editor’s First name Last name, Publisher, Year 

of Publication. 

 
Work in an 

Anthology or 
Collection or 
Chapter of a 

Book 

Harris, Muriel. “Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers.” A Tutor’s Guide:  
          Helping Writers One to One, edited by Ben Rafoth, Heinemann, 2000, pp. 24-

34. 
Author Last name, First name. “Title of Essay.” Title of Collection, edited by Editor’s Name(s), 

Publisher, Year of Publication, Page range of entry. 

Reference 
Book 

(Dictionary or 
Encyclopedia) 

Truman, Joan. “Thanksgiving Day.” World Book Encyclopedia. 3rd ed., 1997. 
Author Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Title of Encyclopedia. Edition, Year of Publication.  

Weekly 
Magazine 

Poniewozik, James. “TV Makes a Too-Close Call.” Time, 20 Nov. 2000, pp. 70-71. 
Author Last name, First name. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine, Day Month Year, pages.  

Monthly 
Magazine 

Calhoun, Johann. “Honor Thy Father and Mother.” Ebony, Oct. 2014, pp. 80+. 
Author Last name, First name. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine, Month Year, pages.  

 
 

Newspaper 

Brubaker, Bill. “New Health Center Targets County’s Uninsured Patients.” 
Washington Post, 24 May 2007, p. LZ01.  

Author Last name, First name. “Title of Article.” Title of Newspaper, Day Month Year, p.  
            Section Page. 
**Note: If the newspaper is a less well-known or local publication, include the city name in brackets after the title of the 
newspaper. 

 
Pamphlet 

Your Rights Under California Welfare Programs. California Department of Social 
Services, 2007. 

Title of Pamphlet. Publisher, Year of Publication.  
**Note: Include author or corporation as author if one is available.  Place author’s name before title. 

 
Article from 
an Online 
Database 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” 
Historical Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, 
doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. Accessed 27 May 2009. 

Author Last name, First name. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine, vol., no., Publication Date, pages. 
Database, URL, DOI, or permalink. Date of access. 



 
 

Entire Web 
Site 

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003, 
www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/. Accessed 10 May 2006. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number, Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation 
(if available), URL, DOI, or permalink. Date of access. 

 
 

Page on a 
Web Site 

Lundman, Susan. “How to Make Vegetarian Chili.” eHow, 
www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-vegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 
2015. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). “Article Title.” Name of Site, Version number. Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation 
(if available), URL, DOI, or permalink. Date of access. 

Dictionary 
Entry – Online 

“Romanticism.” Merriam-Webster’s Learner’s Dictionary, 2016, 
learnersdictionary.com/definition/romanticism. 

“Word Entry Title.” Title of Site, Publication date, URL. 

Email Neyhart, David. “Re: Online Tutoring.” Received by Joe Barbato, 1 Dec. 2016. 
Author Last name, First name. “Subject line.” Received by Recipient’s Name, date message was sent. 

 
Listserv, 

Discussion 
Group, or 

Blog Posting 

Salmar1515 [Sal Hernandez]. “Re: Best Strategy: Fenced Pastures vs. Max Number 
of Rooms?” BoardGameGeek, 29 Sept. 2008, 
boardgamegeek.com/thread/343929/best-strategy-fenced-pastures-vs-max-
number-rooms. Accessed 5 Apr. 2009.  

Editor, screen name, author, or compiler name (if available). “Posting Title.” Name of Site,  
            Version number (if available), Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site  
            (sponsor or publisher), URL. Date of access. 

 
YouTube 

Video 

McGonigal, Jane. “Gaming and Productivity.” YouTube, uploaded by Big Think, 3 
July 2012, www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdzy9bWW3E. 

Author Last name, First name. “Title of video.” YouTube, uploaded by Uploader’s name, Publication 
date, URL. 

Personal 
Interview 

Doe, Jane. Personal interview. 4 June 2014. 
Name of person interviewed Last name, First name. Personal interview. Day Month Year. 

Online Image 
(Painting, 
Sculpture, 

Photograph, 
etc.) 

Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of Modern Art, New York. The 
Artchive, www.artchive.com/artchive/K/klee/twittering_machine.jpg.html. 
Accessed May 2006. 

Artist’s Last name, First name. Work of Art. Date of creation. Institution where work is housed, city 
where work is housed. Title of Website, URL. Date of access. 

 
 

Film or Movie 

The Usual Suspects. Directed by Bryan Singer, performances by Kevin Spacey, 
Gabriel Byrne, Chazz Palminteri, Stephen Baldwin, and Benecio del Toro, 
Polygram, 1995. 

Title of film. Directed by Director’s name, performances by Performers (if relevant), Film studio or 
distributor, release year.  

Broadcast 
Television or 

Radio 
Program 

"The Blessing Way." The X-Files. Fox, WXIA, Atlanta, 19 Jul. 1998.  
“Title of the Episode.” Name of the Series or Program. Network name, Call letters of the station, city, 

Date of broadcast.  
 

Netflix, Hulu, 
Google Play, 

Amazon 
Prime 

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, season 2, episode 21, NBC, 29 Apr. 2010. 
Netflix, 
www.netflix.com/watch/70152031?trackId=200256157&tctx=0%2C20%2C097
4d361-27cd-44de-9c2a-2d9d868b9f64-12120962. 

“Episode Title.” Name of Series or Program, season number, episode number, Network name, Date 
of broadcast. Netflix, Hulu, Google Play, or Amazon Prime, URL. 

Podcast “Best of Not My Job Musicians.” Wait Wait…Don’t Tell Me! From NPR, 4 June 2016, 
http://www.npr.org/podcasts/344098539/wait-wait-don-t-tell-me. 

“Title of Podcast Episode.” Title of Podcast Show, Date of broadcast, URL. 

 


